HOW TO BUILD A RAIN GARDEN

BRING BEAUTY TO YOUR YARD & REDUCE STORMWATER RUNOFF
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basement backups. Keeping excess rain garden by digging a shallow
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also helps reduce maintenance costs
by removing natural water that does
not need to be treated by the City’s

wastewater treatment plants.
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FIXYOUR SOIL

If the composition of your soil
does not allow for proper drain-
age, you might need to fix it. Dig
to twice the desired depth, then
fill the bottom half with the
materials below. You can mix

these right in your garden.

50% + 25% + 25%

SAND TOPSOIL  FINISHED
COMPOST

WHAT ABOUT
MOSQUITOES?

Stormwater runoff entering your
rain garden should disappear
within 24-48* hours of a rain
event. Mosquitoes need at least
a week of standing water to
complete their life cycles; a
poorly maintained bird bath

or rain gutter is a more likely
breeding ground.

*If your rain garden does not drain in 48
hours, see “Fix Your Soil” above.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION

To learn more about Missouri
rain gardens and how to select

your native plantings, visit:
missouribotanicalgarden.org
gardeninghelp.org

grownative.org
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6.

Choose your plants. Native plants are a good choice for rain gardens
because they are adapted to our local growing conditions, have massive
root systems that keep soil from eroding, and help water soak into the

ground to keep the plants alive during droughts.

Plant! Check each plant’s packaging for recommended spacing, then
place and check your arrangement prior to digging holes. Evaluate the
texture and color of adjacent plants, and make any design adjustments.
Add a 3-inch layer of mulch. If you add mulch before planting, simply
move it aside when digging holes. After planting, place mulch loosely
around plants. Untreated shredded hardwood mulch is best, as it is less

likely to float out of your garden, but any mulch will work.

MAINTAIN YOUR RAIN GARDEN

Water your newly planted rain garden during its first growing season.
Remove weeds regularly.

Remove any unappealing dead stems or

seed heads.

Evaluate your rain garden each year.
Fill any holes with the other

appropriate native plant species.

To keep your garden looking neat,
maintain its boundary by clipping

and mowing. Consider edging the

rain garden with natural stone on the
downhill side. Avoid using a raised edge

treatment on the side where water flows

into the rain garden.

In early spring, cut back last year’s growth from grasses and perennials.
Leave the plants standing throughout the winter for visual interest; many

native grasses look attractive during this time of year.

Do not apply lawn fertilizers too close to your rain garden. When native
plants are fertilized, especially with nitrogen, they tend to grow too tall
to hold themselves upright. Additionally, fertilizing can stimulate weed

growth and create competition for the native plants.
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SHARE YOUR RAIN GARDEN
PHOTOS WITH US! SEND TO:



